1

OU Parsha Shiur 2021-2022
Shiur 4 Parshat Chayei Sarah
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
rgoldin@ahavathtorah.org

A Stellar Supporting Cast

|. A Collection of Characters
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And there was quarreling between the herdsmen of Avram’s cattle and those of Lot’s cattle. —
The Canaanites and Perizzites were then dwelling in the land.

e An ever-present backdrop-but mention it why here?
e Midrashic approach: Present vs future ownership; conflicting rights
e Sforno: Pshat: What will the Goyim say??
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And they shall return here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”
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And King Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was a priest of God Most
High.Heb. El ‘Elyon.
He blessed him, saying, “Blessed be Avram of God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth.
And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your foes into your hand.” And [Avram] gave
him a tenth of everything.

e Monotheism beyond Avraham

e Midrash: Shem ben Noach

e Midrash: Places man before God-loses naina
e Midrash: Participates in naming Yerushalayim
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A fugitive brought the news to Avram the Hebrew, who was dwelling at the terebinths of
Mamre the Amorite, kinsman of Eshkol and Aner, these being Avram’s allies.
When Avram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, he mustered his retainers, born
into his household, numbering three hundred and eighteen, and went in pursuit as far as Dan.

e Avraham’s relationships beyond the text
e Every reason to stay uninvolved
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And God came to Abimelech in a dream by night and said to him, “You are to die because of the
woman that you have taken, for she is a married woman.”
Now Abimelech had not approached her. He said, “HaShem, will You slay people even though
innocent?
He himself said to me, ‘She is my sister’! And she also said, ‘He is my brother.” When | did this,
my heart was blameless and my hands were clean.”
And God said to him in the dream, “I knew that you did this with a blameless heart, and so |
kept you from sinning against Me. That was why | did not let you touch her.
Therefore, restore the man’s wife—since he is a prophet, he will intercede for you—to save
your life. If you fail to restore her, know that you shall die, you and all that are yours.”

e Numerous appearances, complicated figure

e Worthy of communication with God

e Untrustworthy leader, fails to control society, feigns ignorance
e Covenant with Avraham; criticized by Chazal
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Il. Eliezer
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But Avram said, “HaShem GOD, what can You give me, seeing that | shall die childless, and the
one in charge of my household is Dammesek Eliezer!”"
e Whois Eliezer?
e Trusted servant, heir apparent (before Yitzchak’s birth)
e Midrashim: Nimrod’s son; Nimrod’s servant; Canaan ben Noach
e Midrash: Hoped to wed his daughter to Yitzchak ("1nX N2%7 nUXN NARN™XYT "7IX)
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Avraham was now old, advanced in years, and HaShem had blessed Avraham in all things

And Avraham said to the senior servant of his household, who had charge of all that he owned,
“Put your hand under my thigh

and | will make you swear by HaShem, the God of heaven and the God of the earth, that you
will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites among whom | dwell,
but will go to the land of my birth and get a wife for my son Yitzchak.”

And the servant said to him, “What if the woman does not consent to follow me to this land,
shall | then take your son back to the land from which you came?”

Avraham answered him, “On no account must you take my son back there!

HaShem, the God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and from my native land,
who promised me on oath, saying, ‘l will assign this land to your offspring’—He will send His
angel before you, and you will get a wife for my son from there.

And if the woman does not consent to follow you, you shall then be clear of this oath to me;
but do not take my son back there.”

So the servant put his hand under the thigh of his master Avraham and swore to him as
bidden.2Lit. “about this matter.”

Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and set out, taking with him all the bounty of
his master; and he made his way to Aram-naharaim, to the city of Nahor.

He made the camels kneel down by the well outside the city, at evening time, the time when
women come out to draw water.

And he said, “HASHEM, God of my master Avraham, grant me good fortune this day, and deal
graciously with my master Avraham:

Here | stand by the spring as the daughters of the townsmen come out to draw water;
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let the maiden to whom | say, ‘Please, lower your jar that | may drink,” and who replies, ‘Drink,
and | will also water your camels’—let her be the one whom You have decreed for Your servant
Yitzchak. Thereby shall | know that You have dealt graciously with my master.”

He had scarcely finished speaking, when Rivka, who was born to Betuel, the son of Milkah the
wife of Avraham’s brother Nachor, came out with her jar on her shoulder.

The maiden was very beautiful, a virgin whom no man had known. She went down to the
spring, filled her jar, and came up.

The servant ran toward her and said, “Please, let me sip a little water from your jar.”

“Drink, my lord,” she said, and she quickly lowered her jar upon her hand and let him drink.
When she had let him drink his fill, she said, “l will also draw for your camels, until they finish
drinking.”

Quickly emptying her jar into the trough, she ran back to the well to draw, and she drew for all
his camels.

The man, meanwhile, stood gazing at her, silently wondering whether HaShem had made his
errand successful or not.

When the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold nose-ring weighing a half-shekel,
and two gold bands for her arms, ten shekels in weight.

“Pray tell me,” He said, “whose daughter are you? Is there room in your father’s house for us to
spend the night?”

She replied, “I am the daughter of Betuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor.”

And she went on, “There is plenty of shredded straw and feed at home, and also room to spend
the night.”

The man bowed low in homage to HaShem

and said, “Blessed be HaShem, the God of my master Avraham, who has not withheld His
steadfast faithfulness from my master. For | have been guided on my errand by HaShem, to the
house of my master’s kinsmen.”

The maiden ran and told all this to her mother’s household.

Now Rivka had a brother whose name was Lavan. Lavan ran out to the man at the spring—
when he saw the nose-ring and the bands on his sister’s arms, and when he heard his sister
Rivka say, “Thus the man spoke to me.” He went up to the man, who was still standing beside
the camels at the spring.

“Come in, O blessed of HaShem,” he said, “why do you remain outside, when | have made
ready the house and a place for the camels?”

So the man entered the house, and the camels were unloaded. The camels were given straw
and feed, and water was brought to bathe his feet and the feet of the men with him.

But when food was set before him, he said, “l will not eat until | have told my tale.” He said,
“Speak, then.” “I am Avraham’s servant,” he began. “HaShem has greatly blessed my master,
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and he has become rich: He has given him sheep and cattle, silver and gold, male and female
slaves, camels and asses.

And Sarah, my master’s wife, bore my master a son in her old age, and he has assigned to him
everything he owns.

Now my master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not get a wife for my son from the
daughters of the Canaanites in whose land | dwell;

but you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’

And | said to my master, ‘What if the woman does not follow me?’

He replied to me, ‘HaShem, whose ways | have followed, will send His angel with you and make
your errand successful; and you will get a wife for my son from my kindred, from my father’s
house.

Thus only shall you be freed from my adjuration: if, when you come to my kindred, they refuse
you—only then shall you be freed from my adjuration.’

“I came today to the spring, and | said: HASHEM, God of my master Avraham, if You would
indeed grant success to the errand on which | am engaged!

As | stand by the spring of water, let the young woman who comes out to draw and to whom |
say, ‘Please, let me drink a little water from your jar,’

and who answers, ‘You may drink, and | will also draw for your camels’—let her be the wife
whom HaShem has decreed for my master’s son.’

| had scarcely finished praying in my heart, when Rivka came out with her jar on her shoulder,
and went down to the spring and drew. And | said to her, ‘Please give me a drink.’

She quickly lowered her jar and said, ‘Drink, and | will also water your camels.” So | drank, and
she also watered the camels.

I inquired of her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ And she said, ‘The daughter of Betuel, son of
Nahor, whom Milcah bore to him.” And | put the ring on her nose and the bands on her arms.
Then | bowed low in homage to HaShem and blessed HaShem, the God of my master Avraham,
who led me on the right way to get the daughter of my master’s brother for his son.

And now, if you mean to treat my master with true kindness, tell me; and if not, tell me also,
that | may turn right or left.”

Then Lavan and Betuel answered, “The matter was decreed by HaShem; we cannot speak to
you bad or good.

Here is Rivka before you; take her and go, and let her be a wife to your master’s son, as
HaShem has spoken.”

When Avraham’s servant heard their words, he bowed low to the ground before HaShem.
The servant brought out objects of silver and gold, and garments, and gave them to Rivka; and
he gave presents to her brother and her mother.

Then he and the men with him ate and drank, and they spent the night. When they arose next
morning, he said, “Give me leave to go to my master.”
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But her brother and her mother said, “Let the maiden remain with us some ten days;™ then you
may go.”

He said to them, “Do not delay me, now that HaShem has made my errand successful. Give me
leave that | may go to my master.”

And they said, “Let us call the girl and ask for her reply.”

They called Rivka and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” And she said, “l will.”

So they sent off their sister Rivka and her nurse along with Avraham’s servant and his men.
And they blessed Rivka and said to her,

“O sister!

May you grow

Into thousands of myriads;

May your offspring seize

The gates of their foes.”

Then Rivka and her maids arose, mounted the camels, and followed the man. So the servant
took Rivka and went his way.

Yitzchak had just come back from the vicinity of Beer-lahai-roi, for he was settled in the region
of the Negek.

And Yitzchak went out to meditate in the field toward evening and, looking up, he saw camels
approaching.

Raising her eyes, Rivka saw Yitzchak. She alighted from the camel

and said to the servant, “Who is that man walking in the field toward us?” And the servant said,
“That is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself.

The servant told Yitzchak all the things that he had done.

Yitzchak then brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he took Rivka as his wife.
Yitzchak loved her, and thus found comfort after his mother’s death.

e Hints of whom Eliezer could have been
e Choices he makes



